LETTERS OF SRI AUROBINDO

be  something  carefully  stylised   and   deliberately
sterilised of the full aspect of embodied life so that
the essential meaning or idea may come out with
sufficient precision and force of clarity. One can
find this method in the old mystery plays and it is a
kind of art that has its value. Allegory is an intel-
lectual form; one is not expected to believe in the
personalisation of the abstract quality, it is only an
artistic device. When in an allegory as in Spenser's
Faerie Queene the personalisation,  the embodiment
takes first place and absorbs the major part of the
mind's interest, the true style and principle of this
art have been abandoned. The allegorical purpose
here becomes a submerged strain and is really of
secondary importance, our search for it a by-play
of the mind; we read for the beauty and interest of
the figures and movements presented to us, not for
this submerged significance. An allegory must be
intellectually precise and clear in its representative
figures as well  as in  their basis,  however  much
adorned with imagery and personal expression; other-
wise it misses its purpose. A symbol expresses on the
contrary not the play of abstract things or ideas
put into imaged form, but a living truth or inward
vision or experience of things, so inward, so subtle,
so little belonging to the  domain of intellectual
abstraction and precision that it cannot be brought
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